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ing a man to say that he would not be able to go to gaol and
the statement was taken as bringing discredit on him. That was
but right. All the stronger for the testing, we have now emerged
from the furnace. A man will not be in disgrace for not going
to gaol and need not feel ashamed. He has realized, and so has
the community, that he lacks the necessary strength. Those who
come forward to court imprisonment must not feel proud. They
should not think that they are doing something great. We are all
limbs of one body. Just because the eye performs the function of
seeing, it is not justified in looking down on the leg. The leg
should not feel humbled for not being able to see as the eye does.
The- leg and the eye, each works according to its nature. The
body needs them both. But either of them will call down disgrace
on itself if it fails in its natural function. Then the body and the
organ will both suffer. This is equally true of those who volun*
teer to go to gaol and those who do not,
To those going to gaol
Now, a few words to those who come forward to court im-
prisonment. This time, the campaign, if it starts, is likely to be
a big one. If the community stands united behind those who go
to gaol, the campaign will in all probability be over quite soon. But
whether the community is or is not unanimous, whether it helps
or does not help, it is not permissible for the satyagrahis to give
up their pledge. Hence, they must be prepared to submit to heavy
suffering in this campaign. Moreover, a satyagrahi may not take
cover behind what others do. He is not concerned with whether
others do or do not go to gaol. Some people, it is observed, say
that they will go to gaol if the leading businessmen do. If not,
[they say,] they are not prepared to sacrifice themselves, poor
people that they are. Again, the Tamils say that, they will come
forward only if the Gujaratis do, and the Hindus only if the
Muslims do. The businessman says that he can look after him-
self quite well, but that, for the sake of the community/ he
will be prepared to come out if the hawkers do. None of those
who argue thus is a satyagrahi. One interested in business will
mind his business. He will not look to what -others do. He
alone can be a satyagrahi whose soul is possessed by satyagraha,
He must understand that he has not come forward in order to
confer a favour on anyone, but because he has undertsood and
come to like satyagraha and has the requisite strength. The first
to benefit from it will be himself* The community's benefit follows
from his. In patriotic work, there is no clash between one's own

